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MMO and MPO orbits 
around Mercury

Important events
2014: BC will be launched 
2020: BC will arrive at 

Mercury
2021: END nominal mission 

MPO polar orbit 
400 × 1500 km
2.3 hours period

MMO polar orbit 
400 × 12 000 km 
9.2 hours period 

The BepiColombo (BC) spacecraft
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The Complex Geology of Geddes Crater –  Messenger second fly- by
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Optical Design main parameters

2 identical optical sub-channels, 
detector and most of the optical 

elements common to both sub-channels

Useful areas 
position on 

the detector
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95 mm focal length
15 mm entrance pupil

6 filters: 2 panchromatic + 4 
broadband

40 km swath at periherm
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